Clitheroe Canoe Club


Swallows & Amazons

Sunday 23rd May 2004

The unnamed lake of Arthur Ransome's books is an amalgamation of Coniston and its sister Windermere, but it is on Coniston, close to Nibthwaite, that you will find the promontory where the Swallows planned their first expedition, and Wildcat Island, exactly as drawn in the books. Many of the incidents in the stories are drawn from Ransome's own childhood memories and fantasies - the Knickerbockerbreaker, where his trousers were worn out and darned in situ by Annie Swainson, the tickling of trout, the collecting of fox-moth caterpillars and meetings with the charcoal-burners.

It was to be a long time before the memories came to life in Swallows and Amazons and the rest of the books about the children who sailed and explored the lakes and mountains of England. 

As a young man, Ransome spent many more happy holidays on the shores of Coniston with his friends the Collingwood family. Mr and Mrs Collingwood treated Arthur as a son and he pays them grateful recognition in his autobiography by saying 'My whole life has been happier for knowing them'. He spent hours on Peel Island, which was to become famous all over the world as Wildcat Island, picnicking there with the Collingwood daughters Dora and Barbara.

On Sunday 23rd May junior paddlers from Clitheroe Canoe Club will be recreating their own Swallows and Amazons experience by paddling to Peel Island on Coniston Water in the Lake District and in so doing, hopefully raising funds for the club through sponsorship!

Prizes will be awarded to the Junior paddler who

· Has the best head dress before the paddle starts

· Has the best head dress at the end of the day

· Collects the most sponsorship

· Writes the best article about the day (all of which will be published on the club’s web site)

Juniors who wish to decorate a helmet for the day, must collect their helmet from the club either in the afternoon of Saturday 15th May, or on the evening of Wednesday 19th May.

On the day, we will meet at 9:00 am at the club, where directions and instructions will be given on how to get to the destination.

Do remember to bring along plenty of food and drink for the picnic.

With any luck at all we’ll need some sun screen as well!

Parents are particularly encouraged to join in the fun, there will be some opens for them to paddle or just sit and relax in as a passenger. Alternatively, as assistance with transport would be welcomed, parents might just wish to picnic on the shores of Coniston.

This trip is free to any junior who is sponsored, and £4.00 to anyone else who wishes to paddle.

NB As this is the penultimate Sunday in May, there will NOT be a canal trip as usual on the last Sunday in May (30th).







