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Clitheroe Canoe Club prizewinners are pictured with their trophies and Tom Turner getting a feel for one of the club's brand new kayaks. (s)

New kayaks are the centre of attention!

By DUNCAN SMITH

A SNEAK preview of one of 10 new kayaks was a highlight of Clitheroe Canoe Club's annual presentation evening.

Langho and Billington Community Centre was the unusually dry venue for Saturday's event.

It was well supported by members and their families and attractions including a disco and pie and peas supper preceded the presentation of awards.

Also brought into the community cen​tre was one of the 10 new kayaks recently purchased using a grant from Awards For All. The "Pyranha Inazone 222" kayak attracted great interest, particularly from the junior members, who are now looking forward to paddling them in the New Year.

Prizes were presented by club chairman Jonathan Downing and vice-chairman Jim Nolan.

Trophies were awarded to members for their achievements during the course of the year and to acknowledge specific

moments of great and not-so-great pad​dling skill, to encourage the development of junior paddlers and to reward members for their contribution to the club.

Among the prize winners were Alison Tapley, Club Member of the Year; Jonathan Downing, Coaching Award; the Briggs family, Family Members of the Year; and Mark Schofield, "swimmer" of the year.

The Members' Choice award, voted for by all club members, was presented to Dave Kershaw, while Marie Heyworth was given honorary life membership of the club in recognition of her unswerving sup​port over the past 15 years.

Clitheroe Canoe Club, based at its pur​pose-built facility in Chatburn, is a fami​ly-oriented club which offers opportunities in recreational and competitive canoeing and kayaking to people of all ages.

Anyone who is interested, or belongs to a group or club that would be interested in trying canoeing, should ring Marie Hey​worth on 01254 822440 for more details. Alternatively, visit the club's new website: www clitheroecanoeclub.org
