Halifax Canoe Club – Perception Wavehopper Race

Saturday 7th May 2005


What is the Perception Wavehopper Challenge Series?

· A series of events being run by the BCU to introduce young people to Wild Water Racing.

· Boats are provided you just bring buoyancy aid, paddle, helmet and spraydeck (but if you need help with this contact your local organiser)
· Paddlers should be at least one star or Paddlepower One Level 4 standard
· Some events have adult and composite WWR classes as well – check with the organiser
How it works

For each event points will be awarded according to placing - 25 points awarded to the winner of each event – 24 to second placed 23 third and so forth.  If two runs are attempted the fastest time counts.

· Double points will be awarded at the Finals (at West Tanfield in October)

· Prizes will be awarded at all events.  

· The Challenge Series Winner will be the Paddler in each category with the highest score taking the sum of the two best local events plus the final.

· The Challenge Winner will be the fastest time recorded in each category at the Final.

· Age categories for both boys and girls are - Under 12, Under 14, Under 16 
	Equipment:
	The races will be run in Wavehoppers. Competitors are encouraged to bring along paddles, buoyancy aids and Helmets. Boats will be provided  (you can race in general purpose kayaks)

	Entries:
	Registration  - We prefer that you enter in advance – however entries will be taken on the day. 

	Cost:
	£3.00 per Paddler 

	Safety:
	All competitors must wear buoyancy aids.

A Club representative must supervise all paddlers off the water.


Event Information

If this is your first visit to Sowerby Bridge, I hope you feel welcomed and enjoy yourself enough to want to come back again. If it’s a repeat visit then you must have enjoyed it the last time!

Our catering is of a high standard (although we are still waiting for Michelin stars). Refreshment will be available in our clubhouse during the event. We have changing rooms with showers and toilets. Refurbishments of the gents changing facilities are ongoing, but hopefully the showers may back up and running in time for this event. 

Unfortunately Sowerby Bridge is not a crime free zone, so please be careful with your possessions and cars. Valuable should be left at the office for safekeeping rather than in the changing rooms.

Safety during practice runs is your own responsibility although if you have a particularly nervous paddler, please speak to us in the office and we’ll try to buddy them up with a safe pair of hands. We should have safety boats in place during the race

Programme
· 2.00pm
Office open for entries (£3 per paddler)

· 3.00pm
Race starts (2 runs – best run to count)

· Prize Giving – as soon as possible after the event 
Entries will be being taken in our clubhouse
(note there is another Perception Wavehopper race at Chester in the morning and we hope the afternoon start makes it possible for those that want to race at both events to do so)

Prizes

Prizes will be awarded foe 1st, 2nd & 3rd in the following categories:

· Under 12, 14 and 16 Girls

· Under 12, 14 and 16 Boys 

Course

For those not familiar with our site, the race will be on our white water course on the River Calder adjacent to our club. This is comprised of a section of ‘pool and drop’ rapids (grade 2). The start will be at our launching platform, just downstream of the A58 road bridge (County Bridge) over river and the finish approx 400m downstream by our egress steps.

More details are on our website www.halifaxcanoe.org.uk
Additional Information

Since we are on a residential site, we ask that you respect the needs of residents. Parking spaces within the mill complex are all allocated to residents, please do not park within the mill complex – there is ample parking in Sowerby Bridge, including a large car park behind Kwiksave – see below or ask at the office if you need directions.

Please do not leave boats where they will block resident’s parking spaces – there is plenty of space on the riverbank by the start. 

Please obey signs and keep to designated areas only, the grassed areas are people’s gardens please keep off these. 

We have a good relationship with residents and I thank you for your co-operation to enable us to maintain this.

Directions to Halifax Canoe Club and Parking

We are located in Greenups Mill in the centre of Sowerby Bridge. 

Parking is within the mill complex is for residents only. You can come into the mill complex to drop boats off, but please move you vehicle straight away - there is a big car park at the rear of Kwik Save next to the canal. Please note this is a pay & display car park.
From West on the M62 (jnct 22): follow the A672 then A58 to Sowerby Bridge. Cross the river (the course can be seen on your right) and follow the road round to the right. To get to the club turn right at the big chimney and go down the ramp into the mill. To park, return to the main road, and turn right towards the traffic lights. At the lights turn left and immediately left again into the car park.

From the East on the M62 (jnct 24): follow the A629, then A6026, then A58 to Sowerby Bridge. Turn left at the t-junction, come down the hill to the traffic lights. For parking turn right at the lights then immediately left into the supermarket car park. To get to the club go straight on at the lights then left just before the big chimney and down the ramp into the mill complex.

For a map to our location please see our website www.halifaxcanoe.org.uk
We look forward to welcoming you to our Club.
Les Ford (Organiser)

01484 854099

email: lesandsarah@meltham27.fsnet.co.uk
ENTRY FORM

Please enter the names of young people who would like to take part in event they can enter the series or just one of the local events To enter finals at West Tanfield (in October) they are required to enter 2 local events. 

	Name
	Club
	Age Group

U12/U14/U16
	Boy/Girl
	Fee

£ 3.00

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


ALL PADDLERS MUST BE ABLE TO SWIM 25 METRES IN CANOEING KIT

PLEASE ENSURE YOU RETURN FORMS TO ORGANISER BY EMAIL OR POST ASAP FOR ORGANISATION PURPOSES MUCH APPRECCIATED:

Les Ford

27 Kistvaen Gardens

Meltham

Holmfirth

HD9 5NQ

Tel. 01484 854099

Email: lesandsarah@meltham27.fsnet.co.uk
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